
    

ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR: A BASIC TUTORIAL 
 
SOFTWARE USED: ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR 9.0 

 
What is Illustrator? 

Illustrator is a sophisticated illustrating and graphic design program. Aside from making paper 
designs, Illustrator 9.0 offers several new features for Web designers, including the ability to select colors 
using RGB (red, green, and blue--the color system of the Web) and a 216-color, "browser-safe" palette. 
You can create both client-side and server-side image maps to act as links on your pages. An improved 
antialiasing feature smooths the edges on exported GIF and JPEG images. Illustrator now imports more file 
types, too, reading all major graphics formats, including Acrobat PDF and CorelDraw 5 and 6. Plus, 
Illustrator exports to 16 graphics formats, such as TIFF and PNG.  If there is something not covered here, 
which there most definitely is, please refer to the HELP menu. 
 
Tools Overview 

 
The selection tool selects entire objects. 
 

The direct-selection tool selects points or path 
segments within objects. The group-selection tool 

selects objects and groups within groups.  
 
The pen tool draws straight and curved lines 
to create objects. The add-anchor-point tool 

anchor points to paths. The delete-anchor-point tool 
deletes anchor points from paths. The convert-direction-point 
tool changes smooth points to corner points and vice versa. 

 
The type tool creates individual type 
and type containers and lets you enter 

and edit type. The area-type tool changes closed paths to type 
containers and lets you enter and edit type within type 
containers. The path-type tool changes paths to type paths and 

type path. The vertical type 
tool creates vertical type and vertical type containers and lets 
you enter and edit vertical type. The vertical area-type tool 
changes closed paths to vertical type containers and lets you 
enter and edit type within them. The vertical path-type tool 
changes paths to vertical type paths and lets you enter and edit type on them. 
 

The ellipse tool draws circles and ovals. The centered-ellipse tool draws circles and 
ovals from a center point. The polygon tool draws polygons. The star tool draws stars. 

The spiral tool draws clockwise and counterclockwise spirals. 
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The rectangle tool draws squares and rectangles. The rounded-rectangle tool draws 
squares and rectangles with rounded corners. The centered-rectangle tool draws squares 

and rectangles from a center point. The centered-rounded-rectangle tool draws squares and rectangles with 
rounded corners from a center point. 

 
The pencil tool draws freehand lines. The paintbrush tool draws freehand lines of varying 

thicknesses.  
 
The scissors tool splits paths. The knife tool slices objects and paths. 
 
The rotate tool rotates objects around a fixed point. The twirl tool twirls objects around a fixed 
point. 
 
The scale tool resizes objects around a fixed point. The reshape tool smoothes or changes a path 

while retaining the path’s overall shape. 
 

The reflect tool flips objects over a fixed axis. 
 
The shear tool skews objects around a fixed point. 
 

The blend tool creates a blend between the color and shape of two selected objects. The 
autotrace tool traces the outlines of objects. 

 
The graph tool creates graphs. 
 
The measure tool measures the distance between two points. 
 
 
The gradient tool adjusts the beginning and ending points of gradients within objects. 
 
The paint bucket tool fills objects with the current paint attributes. 
 
The eyedropper tool samples paint attributes from objects. 

 
The hand tool moves the Illustrator art board within the document window. The page tool adjusts 
the page grid to control where artwork appears on the printed page. 
 
Use the Fill and Stroke boxes in the toolbox to select an object’s fill and stroke, to swap the fill 
color with the stroke color, and to return the fill and stroke to their default colors.  To switch 
between fill and stroke as the active selection, press “x” on the keyboard. Below the Fill and 
Stroke boxes are the Color, Gradient, and None buttons. You use these buttons to change the 

selected fill or stroke to a color or gradient, or to remove the fill or stroke from the selected object. 
 
The window controls at the bottom of the toolbox control how image windows in Adobe Illustrator 

are displayed. To change the display of the image windows: Click one of the following window controls: The 
left window control displays the image in a standard window, with a menu bar at the top and scroll bars on 
the sides. This is the default mode.  The center window control displays the image in a full-screen window 
with a menu bar but with no title bar or scroll bars.  The right window control displays the image in a full-
screen window, but with no title bar, menu bar, or scroll bars. 
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